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There is another democratic future beyond broken electoral politics or autocracy.
Current governance institutions around the world fail to reflect society’s diversity,
creating division and binaries, and concentrating power in the hands of a few. In a
context of multiple crises and the climate emergency, they do not allow us to
adequately weigh trade-offs and make difficult decisions together, or to consider
nature, the planet, and future generations. 

New permanent deliberative institutions with rotating citizen representatives
selected by lottery could be at the heart of our democracies - new institutions that
harness society’s diversity and collective intelligence, give people control over their
lives, strengthen trust, and help us find common ground. They should be based on
the principles of Citizens’ Assemblies - a democratic model that has been tested,
implemented and refined close to 600 times, as documented by the OECD. In these
Assemblies, governments convene groups of everyday people selected by lottery
and who are broadly representative of society. Assemblies are empowered to
learn, deliberate, build consensus, and develop recommendations that consider
the complexities required for solving multifaceted public issues, such as equality
measures, big infrastructure projects, environmental questions and more. 

Cities across the world are at the forefront of building this new democratic future.
Latest OECD data indicates that 63 per cent of all Citizens’ Assemblies take place
in cities, and most of them on issues of Urban Planning.
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Cities across the world are at the forefront of building a new democratic future,
where everyday people have a meaningful say in decision that affect their lives,
with Citizens’ Assemblies at the heart of it.
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• Encourage the use of Citizens’ Assemblies on a local level.
• Consider Urban Planning as a potential area where citizen deliberation should
be applied as a priority.

https://www.oecd.org/governance/innovative-citizen-participation/

