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Why an Ecosystem of
Local Democracy?
What does creating a system of local 
democracy mean? 
How is this related to inclusion? 
What are the necessary elements of such 
a system? 



























QUESTION: 

IS DEMOCRACY 

DYING?







ANSWER 1:

NO, DEMOCRACY 

IS WINNING!





SWITZERLAND AND BEYOND





ART 21.1.
UNIVERSAL 
HUMAN RIGHT TO 
DEMOCRATIC 
PARTICIPATION.



TITEL: ARIAL 30 PT.

Lauftext: Calibri 20 Pt. Unser Stiftungszweck ist laut Urkunde die 

«nachhaltige Demokratieförderung unter besonderer 

Berücksichtigung von bürgerorientierten, partizipativen und 

direktdemokratischen Entwicklungen weltweit.»
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Die Direkte Demokratie im 21. Jahrhundert – Brno, 2. Juni 2014

Modern Direct Democracy

- In Switzerland,Europe and 

the World



CHALLENGE: 

FROM REPRESENTATIVE 
GOVERNMENT TO 
REPRESENTATIVE 
DEMOCRACY 



OPPORTUNITY: 

DEVELOPING THE 
LOCAL ECOSYSTEM FOR 
REPRESENTATIVE 
DEMOCRACY











IMPORTANT: 

DEMOCRACY IS 
MULTIDIMENSIONAL 
DIALOGUE AND 
DECISION-MAKING 
SYSTEM



KEY POINTS: 

- MULTI-PARTISAN
- DEMOCRACY 

PLATTFORM
- LOCAL CHARTERS
- INFRASTRUCTURE



OFFER/INVITATION 1:



OFFER/INVITATION 2:



1st take-away
We are living in a post-

paternalistic world with a 

paternalistic culture of

government



2nd take-away

The local is the 

new global!



3rd take-away

DEMOCRACY 

IS WINNING!



…and that is…



BECAUSE

OF

YOU!!!



THANK YOU!

Links: 
swissdemocracy.foundation
2019globalforum.com
swissinfo.ch/directdemocracy

Contact: 
bruno.kaufmann@swissdemocracy.foundation


